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The Postal Service is being totally unreason-
able on these facts.

I understand that decisions about which
stamp requests to approve and which stamp
requests to reject are difficult decisions to
make and that in the end there will always be
a person or group who will not be happy with
such decisions. I respect the fact that the
postal service cannot please everyone. I have
no qualms with these aspects of the stamp-
approval process. I do, however, have serious
concerns and reservations when decision-
making processes yield results that do not
logically follow based on established prece-
dent.

Mr. Speaker, it is inequitable and unreason-
able to deny American Samoa what the Postal
Service has routinely granted other U.S. terri-
tories and states.

I will not stand by idly, Mr. Speaker, when
my constituents, the people of American
Samoa—people who are deeply patriotic and
appreciative of the relationship American
Samoa shares with our Republic—are
unequitably treated by a semi-independent
agency of our Federal Government. Neither
will my colleagues in the House and Senate.
Numerous Members of Congress have written
to the Postal Service urging the Postal Service
to treat American Samoa’s request in the
same manner it has treated similar requests
by the other territories. Despite these efforts to
persuade, using precedent and reason, the
Postal Service to this day refuses to issue a
commemorative stamp honoring the 100th an-
niversary of the union between the U.S. and
American Samoa.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to do
what is right, what is just, what is fair, and
what is reasonable on these facts. Nothing
more. I ask that you join the people of Amer-
ican Samoa in urging the Postal Service to re-
consider its position and to grant American
Samoa’s request for a postal stamp com-
memorating the 100th anniversary of its polit-
ical union with the United States.
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COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET RE-
VISIONS TO AGGREGATE SPEND-
ING LEVELS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio, Mr. KASICH, is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. KASICH. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Sec.
314 of the Congressional Budget Act, I hereby
submit for printing in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD revisions to the aggregate spending
levels set by the interim allocations and aggre-
gates printed in the RECORD on February 3,
1999, pursuant to H. Res. 5 for fiscal year
1999 and a revised allocation for the House
Committee on Appropriations to reflect
$1,030,000,000 in additional new budget au-
thority and $430,000,000 in additional outlays
for defense and non-defense emergency
spending. This will increase the allocation to
the Appropriations Committee to
$573,828,000,000 in budget authority and
$576,909,000,000 in outlays for fiscal year
1999.

The House Committee on Appropriations
submitted the report on H.R. 1141, the Emer-
gency Supplemental Appropriations and Re-
scissions for Fiscal Year 1999 which includes
$1,030,000,000 in budget authority and
$430,000,000 in outlays for defense and non-
defense emergency spending.

These adjustments shall apply while the leg-
islation is under consideration and shall take
effect upon final enactment of the legislation.

Questions may be directed to Art Sauer or
Jim Bates at x6–7270.
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FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY IN WASH-
INGTON, D.C., AND SECURITY
FOR ALL AMERICANS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. FLETCHER)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FLETCHER. Mr. Speaker, I want
to talk to my colleagues tonight about
our work to secure America’s freedom.

First, I am pleased to be part of the
Committee on Budget that has finally
delivered what the American people
want, fiscal responsibility in Wash-
ington and security for all Americans.
It is a budget that achieves one of the
most important goals, one of my most
important goals: Assuring that no one
will be left behind as we enter the 21st
century.

Our priorities are very simple, yet
they are very important: Preserving
Social Security, paying down the debt,
establishing farm security, increasing
funding for education and defense, and
providing tax relief for American fami-
lies. These are issues that are impor-
tant to the folks back home in Ken-
tucky, as well as to the folks across
America.

Last light we passed a budget out of
committee that locks away 100 percent
of the Social Security surplus, includ-
ing every penny of the Social Security
tax as well as the interest, to preserve
and protect Social Security and Medi-
care. For the first time in over a gen-
eration, Social Security will be used
for one thing and one thing only, our
Nation’s retirees.

The President’s plan would have only
saved 62 percent while spending the
rest on more Government programs.
The difference, he would have locked
up $1.3 trillion, but we are locking up
$1.8 trillion and still providing $800 bil-
lion in tax cuts for all Americans.

My health care amendment was also
included in this budget. It addresses
two key issues critical to central Ken-
tucky and to America: The availability
of home health care for Medicare re-
cipients and addressing the need to
provide accessible and affordable
health care. I would encourage the
President and my colleagues to work
together for this important reform.

The President has already blocked
Medicare reform and proposed $9 bil-
lion in Medicare cuts. Let us put people
ahead of politics and provide the high-
est quality of health care for all Ameri-
cans.

We also focused on the needs of farm
families in Kentucky. This budget in-
cludes $6 billion to address the critical
issue of crop insurance. We are uphold-
ing our commitment by securing these
important funds, while the President
did not secure a dime of increases for
our family farms and our tobacco farm-
ers in Kentucky.

Most importantly, we have achieved
all of these important priorities and
goals while living within the balanced
budget agreement and paying down the
national debt.

Ultimately, this budget is about
making sure the American dream is
not gambled away here in Washington.
I hope we can pass this historic budget
next week in this House with bipar-
tisan support. I will look forward to
supporting the budget when it is con-
sidered in the full House. It is a budget
that is about truth, priorities, fiscal re-
straint, and hope.

Additionally, we moved to secure
America’s freedom. Economic, social,
and educational security are all very
important. However, what is a
balanced budget, a strong economy, tax
relief, or anything else for that matter
without an adequate national defense?

Unfortunately, missile attacks could
threaten every security that we work
so hard to protect and the freedom that
we all have taken for granted. We need
to be concerned about this and focused
on the growing number of rogue na-
tions who are working to acquire capa-
bilities to strike at our cherished free-
doms.

We all know that, for the most part,
times are good. That is why it is im-
portant and this is a perfect time to
address this concern. I am pleased we
have taken this important step today.
It is a step toward establishing a na-
tional missile defense system for this
great Nation. Most importantly, it is a
step toward providing each and every
American with a sense of security, a
strong national defense, the best edu-
cational system possible, economic,
health and retirement security. These
are the securities that matter each and
every day to this great country.

Let us stay on course and deliver on
each of these important issues. Our
parents, children, and grandchildren
deserve nothing less.
f

EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL
SPENDING BILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, last week
the Committee on Appropriations
passed the Emergency Supplemental
Spending Bill that will provide des-
perately needed aid to defend Amer-
ica’s farmers against depression-level
prices, as well as to provide desperately
needed assistance to the disaster
struck nations in Central America.

This Congress now needs to move
quickly to meet our obligations to our
family farmers and to the devastated
nations south of our border. I am also
pleased to see this spirit of compassion
alive in my hometown of Toledo, Ohio.

This past Monday, a delegation of 45
Toledo volunteers, including our Mayor
Carlton Finkbeiner, traveled to Hon-
duras to help the victims of Hurricane
Mitch. Volunteers versed in housing
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